Clinical features and treatment outcome of patients with epithelial carcinoma of the ovary metastatic to the central nervous system.
Involvement of the central nervous system with carcinoma of the ovary is being noted with increasing frequency. We report on six patients who presented with central nervous system metastases between 2-61 months after diagnosis. Five patients had elevated serum CA 125 values at the time of diagnosis of central nervous system disease and presenting symptoms, and findings on neurologic examination generally correlated with computed tomography-documented lesions. Eighty-three percent of our patients were symptomatically relieved with a course of 30 Gy given to the whole brain; however, there were no long-term survivors (range 2-24 months). Survival did not appear prolonged in the four patients who received systemic chemotherapy as well as whole-brain irradiation.